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HOUSE BILL NO. 1027

AN ACT TO REVISE CERTAIN PROVISIONS REGARDING LICENSURE OF MASSAGE
THERAPISTS.

A p r i son  o r  j a i l  impac t  s t a t emen t  has  been  r eques t ed  fo r  House  Bi l l  1027  because  the
b i l l  expands  poss ib l e  v io l a to r s  o f  t he  massage  the rapy l i censu re  p rovi s ions  t o  i nc lude
the  owner s  and  manage r s  o f  bus ines ses  t ha t  employ o r  con t r ac t  wi th  u n l i censed
massage  the rap i s t s .  

Unde r  t he  cu r r en t  s t a tu t e ,  any  pe r son  tha t  engages  i n  t he  p rac t i ce  o f  massage  o r  ho lds
h im o r  he r se l f  ou t  a s  a  l i c ensed  massage  the rap i s t  wi thou t  an  ac tua l  l i c ense  i s  gu i l t y  o f
a  Cla s s  1  mi sdemeanor.  T he re  was  an  ave rage  o f  t h ree  t o  fou r  a r r e s t s ,  wi th  an  ave rage
of  two  convic t ions ,  pe r  yea r  f rom J anua ry  1 ,  2010  to  December  31 ,  2015 .  Of  those ,  each
de fendan t  spen t  an  ave rage  o f  25  days  in  j a i l .  Accord ing  to  t he  Sou th  Dako ta  Massage
T herapy Board ,  t he re  a r e  a round  800  l i censed  massage  the rap i s t s  i n  t he  s t a t e  each  yea r,
making  a  convic t i o n  r a t e  o f  l e s s  t han  one  ha l f  pe rcen t .  Whi l e  t he  changes  i n  t he  l aw
may add  more  poss ib l e  v io l a to r s ,  t he  changes  on ly  add  a  s ma l l  popu la t ion  o f  owner s
and  manage r s  o f  massage  bus ines ses .  When  combined  wi th  t h e  ve r y  low ra t e  o f
convic t ion ,  i t  i s  t he  op in ion  o f  t he  LRC tha t  t he  p r i son  o r  j a i l  impac t  o f  t h i s  b i l l  wi l l
be  negl ig ib l e .   
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